Press Release
209radio on 105 FM and Cambridge Online win Innovation in the Community Awards

Cambridge’s Charity Sector was well represented at the annual “Innovation in the Community Awards” held at the House of Lords on 5 November.  Sponsored by TalkTalk, the awards are given to organisations that best demonstrate how they would use technology in an innovative way.

Out of 2,200 entries there were just 30 winners, and 2 of those winners came from Cambridge – community radio station 209radio and educational charity Cambridge Online. 

209radio won an award in the Work and Training category which was received by the applicant Jordan Chambers and station manager Karl Hartland.  Recognising the opportunities in training and development that 209radio offers, the award also gives a much needed financial boost to the station as each award comes with £2,000 funding for each project.  
For Jordan gaining recognition like this is extremely important as he has built his life from the ground up after long periods of homelessness and facing adversity throughout the 90’s.  “Community based groups kept me sane when everything was against me, so helping 209radio to keep pushing forwards in its excellent work is a real boost and my way of giving something back to the community.” he says.  “The award not only shows to everyone that our work is important but it now means we can update our editing suite so that even more people can access our services”.
Cambridge Online also won an award in the same category.  Speaking after the event Andy Lake (Chair of Cambridge Online) said, "We are thrilled to have received this award - it is a real boost to us, and confirmation that what we are trying to achieve is recognised and supported." 

The award has been given for a new Cambridge Online project which will see a website dedicated to Switch Users.  Andrew Entecott (Chief Executive) explains, "We have several disabled learners who control a computer by using a single switch button - perhaps using their foot, head or a finger.  They use the computer to access games, music videos and photo galleries.  Unfortunately, software available for Switch Users is very limited, and often aimed at children.  Our Innovation Award has been given to help us to develop a range of Switch Activities which adults worldwide can enjoy."
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Editors Notes

Photographs showing the presentations are available on the Cambridge Online website www.cambridgeonline.org.uk 
About 209radio
209radio on 105 FM is the Community Radio Station for Cambridge; not-for-profit, volunteer-driven and a Registered Charity.
209radio provides training, facilities and support for anyone from Cambridge to get involved and make radio programmes relevant to the city while picking up a wide range of transferable skills and forging links within communities.

209radio is a Registered Charity in England, No. 1124610, is funded by Cambridge City Council and is sponsored by www.Localsecrets.com - your online guide to Eating Out, Shopping and What’s On in the city.
About Cambridge Online
Cambridge OnLine is a charity working across the East of England helping disabled people use computers by providing training and advice to individuals and groups.  It provides accessibility assessments & advice, one to one training, and has a full range of adaptive equipment for people to try.  Its main e-Learning Centre is based at the Hester Adrian Centre in Cambridge and helps anybody with any kind of disability to use the computer and access the internet through one to one support, mostly through people who are themselves living with a disability.     

Cambridge Online was recently in the news following a burglary in October 2008 which left many of its disabled users upset and confused.   Its training centre for disabled and disadvantaged people in Cambridge was badly hit by intruders who stole specialist computer hardware and software, and caused damage to the building and furniture.  
About TalkTalk and The Innovation in the Community Awards

TalkTalk, launched in February 2003, is the home phone and broadband company from The Carphone Warehouse. The Carphone Warehouse is the third-largest broadband provider in the UK. It now has 2.8 million broadband customers signed up to TalkTalk and AOL Broadband, which it acquired in October 2006.
The TalkTalk Awards, run in partnership with UK digital inclusion charity Citizens Online, opened for entries in June and called for submissions from non-profit making organisations and charities in the UK. The Awards are given to organisations that best demonstrate how they would use technology in an innovative way. 209radio and Cambridge Online were two of 30 of the UK’s most exciting charity projects chosen to win one of the awards.

209radio and Cambridge Online, like the other winning organisations, will receive a grant of £2,000 to help fund its particular project. The Awards have been designed to help groups make the most of the internet by encouraging applications for investment in PCs, hardware, software or technical expertise.
About Citizens Online

Citizens Online is a UK-wide charity committed to addressing and promoting the issues of digital inclusion. Our vision is "to make the benefits of digital technology easy to access and usable by all." We work closely with industry, government and the voluntary sector to deliver projects which promote social inclusion and community regeneration through the use of ICT and digital technology.
